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SUB J : REFERENDUM ON SADAT'S SECURITY DECREE 
REF (A) CAIRO 2069, (B) CAIRO 2144, (C) CAIRO 2313, 

1 . NATION GOES TO POLLS TODAY 10 FEB, TO VOTE ON SECURITY 
DECREE PROPOSED BY SADAT IN FEB 3 SPEECH (REF A). GOE HAS 
SET UP 15,700 POLLING PLACES, WHICH WILL BE OPEN BETWEEN 
0800 AND 1700 TO ACCOMMODATE 9.5 MILLION VOTERS IT SAYS 
WILL TURN OUT. VOTE COUNT WILL BE SUPERVISED BY 223 JUSTICE 
MIN OFFICIALS AND FINAL RESULTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE ANNOUNCED 
MORNING OF FEB 1 1. WE EXPECT OVERWHELMING APPROVAL. 

2. IN PAST WEEK, GOE HAS MADE STRENUOUS, WELL COORDINATED 
PUBLIC EFFORT TO SET STAGE FOR WHAT WILL BE CAST AS VINDICA- 
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TION OF SADAT POLICIES BY VAST MAJORITY OF EGYPTIAN PEOPLE. 
SECURITY MEASURES OF DECREE HAVE BEEN PRESENTED AS EFFORT 
SIMPLY TO PROTECT NATION FROM INSIDIOUS MINORITY WHO WISH TO 
THREATN SECURITY, OVERTHROW REGIME AND PUSH BACK CLOCK TO 
"DAYS OF DESPOTIC RULE" (PRIMIN SALIM). WITHERING FIRE ON 
PARTIES ON LEFT (REF C) AND ON SOVIETS FOR INDEFINITE ROLE 
BEHIND JAN 18-19 DISCURPTIONS HAS BEEN SUSTAINED BY GOE OFFICIALS 
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FROM SADAT ON DOWN AND BY MASS MEDIA. COUNTERPOINT HAS BEEN 
EMPHASIS THAT DECREE DOES NOT REPRESENT STEP BACKWARD FROM 
POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION AT SAME TIME. PROVISIONS OF DECREE 
FOR SEVERE PENALITIES FOR TAX EVADERS HAS ALSO RECEIVED MAJOR 
EMPHASIS. 

3. AS POLLS OPEN, MORNING EDITORIALS STRESS THAT EGYPT’S 
ENTURE NATIONAL DESTINY AT STAKE IN REFERENDUM BUT EXPRESS 
CONFIDENCE IN "TUMULTOUS SUPPORT” EGYPTIAN PEOPLE WILL EXTEND 
TODAY." ATMOSPHERE SEEMS UNCERTAIN. MORNING TRAFFIC WAS 
RELATIVELY LIGHT AND SOME SCHOOLS CLOSED, PERHAPS FOR USE 
AS FPOLLING PLACES. THERE IS VAGUE RUMOR CIRCULATING 
THAT TROUBLE COULD BE EXPECTED FROM NASSERITE UNIV STUDENTS. 
AT LEAST SOME PEOPLE PLAYING IT SAFE BY STAYING AT HOME. 

HOW THINGS GO TODAY MAY AFFECT DECISION OF GOE ON WHETHER 
OR NOT TO REOPEN UNIV FEB 1 1 . 

EILTS 
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